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Editorial – December has arrived!
I’m writing this on the 1st of December having just spent half an hour in
the car subjected to an incessant stream of inane Christmas carols on
the Nick Grimshaw Breakfast Show on Radio 1. You’ll have worked out,
I hope, that I was not alone in the car and that the choice of radio
station was the responsibility of a passenger who shall remain nameless!
One of the songs was the Band Aid classic ‘Do they know it’s
Christmas’. That’s a song that always produces a wry smile as I ponder
on the reality that the good citizens of the African continent have, I
suspect, a rather better grasp of the significance of the Christmas story
than your average Brit.
I should say that ‘Bah, humbug’ is not my sole response to the dawn of
December. I am rather looking forward to the opportunity we will have
to celebrate and share the good news of the birth of Messiah Jesus.
On Friday the 15th at 7:00pm we will hold our ‘Spanish Carol Service’ at
Bon Accord. This is an annual fixture that has seen a growing
attendance year by year. Please invite any Spanish speaking friends or
colleagues you may have to join us.
On Sunday the 17th and Sunday the 24th we will hold Carol Services in
Bon Accord – both services will be at the normal time of 6:00pm.
Invitation flyers have been produced and I would encourage folks
make good use of these flyers and invite along folks to hear about the
birth of Jesus and – especially – why he came in the first place.
But December is not all about Christmas; on the 10th of December we
will be ordaining and admitting to office new elders and deacons to
serve the congregation. The men who have been both selected by the
congregation and enjoy the unanimous backing of the Kirk Session are
the following; the new elders are Norman Laing, Norman Buchanan,
and Rob Macdonald, and the new deacons are Iain Meredith, Dougie
Longmuir, Christian Campbell, Iain Smith, Ian Bowman, Anthony Fong,
and David Boyd. We thank God for their willingness to serve God and
the congregation and encourage the congregation to pray for them.
Also note that after the morning service on the 10th there will be a
Congregational Lunch to which all are invited.
I guess I should finish with a somewhat premature… Merry Christmas
and a blessed New Year!

David
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Bon Accord News
Wedding
Congratulations to Allan and Sarah Green who were married in
Edinburgh on 18 November.
Engagement
Congratulations to Emma Tidey and Sina on their recent engagement.
Condolences
We extend our condolences to the family of Jean Porter who passed
away on Friday 10 November. Our thoughts are with her children Jane
and Jonathan and their families. Her funeral took place in Bon Accord
on 20 November. A tribute to Jean that was read on this occasion can
be read further on in this newsletter.
Dr. Norman Murray passed away, at the age of 92, on Sunday 26
November.
A funeral service will be conducted on Tuesday 5
December at 3:15pm at the Aberdeen Crematorium to which all are
invited.
Cords
Thank you to everyone who is participating in cords and hospitality.
There has been interest shown in cords for the ‘not-so-young’ and if this
is something you would like to be part of please do speak to Donald or
Anne Smith.
Congregational Lunch
We will have a congregational lunch after the morning service on
Sunday 10 December. All are welcome. If you can help by bringing a
pudding please speak to Isobel Morison.
Missionary Prayer Notes
After a wee break we are now receiving an electronic copy of the Free
Church Missionary Prayer notes. There are some paper copies at the
church for those without access to email or a printer.
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Blythswood Shoebox Appeal
Thanks to all who donated to this year’s Blythswood Shoebox Appeal.
We managed to collect 53 boxes – some of which were put together
using items donated by, or bought with donations from, folks in the
congregation. In addition, 67 shoeboxes came from Maryculter Church
Of Scotland and St Ternan’s Episcopal Church – so a total of 120 boxes
were collected and sent off to Blythswood Care.
This will make a huge difference to those who receive these boxes this
Christmas so thanks again for taking part in this worthwhile appeal.

Explore Jan – Mar 2018
The current issue of the Explore daily bible readings finishes at the end of
December. We will be ordering the next issue soon which will be
available for collection from Sunday 17 December at the usual cost of
£4.50.
If anyone in the congregation wishes to try the Explore bible readings for
the first time or if you wish to cancel or add another copy to your order,
then please let the bookstall know as soon as possible.

Bon Accord Christmas Card
Bon Accord is once again having a congregational Christmas card.
Instead of sending out Christmas cards to all your Bon Accord friends
you can write a message on the card and donate some money.
This year the money will be donated to the WFM (Women for Mission)
Project 2017/2018 - Helping to Help. The card will be on the wall
downstairs in the large hall from the beginning of December.
Information on the project is on the noticeboard beside the card.

Glorious 2018
Leaflets about the Glorious conference for women are available now on
the table at the door. Tickets are available from Aberdeen box office.
This event takes place on 24 February 2018.
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Sole Mates (Bon Accord Walking Group)
Monday 15 January – 1.30pm
Monday 12 February – 1.30pm
Saturday 10 March – time tbc
For our January walk we will meet at the Sanddollar, Aberdeen beach.
If the weather is not suitable for walking, we will have a cup of
coffee/tea and chat!
If you need a lift or more details please speak to Wilma, Isobel or
Stephen.
This is a great opportunity to get exercise, enjoy the countryside and
get to know each other better.
There will be more information in the weekly notices sheet.
Please put the dates and times in your diary!
Wilma N

WfM Fundraising Evening
This year we plan to have a curry evening to raise funds for the WfM
project “Helping to Help”. This will be on Saturday 27 January. Further
details will be in the notices nearer the time.
This years’ project includes…


Purchasing land to build a church
accommodate around 200 people.

in

Nepal



Raising funds to build secure and adequate teacher
accommodation and toilets for a newly built school in Uganda.



Helping European Mission Fellowship fund Richard and Barbara
Davies’ work in Marseille.



Women for Mission’s Support a Volunteer Fund gives financial
assistance to members of the Free Church of Scotland volunteering
for short-term mission work overseas.

More info is on the noticeboard in the downstairs hall.
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Tribute – Jean Porter
Jean was born in Lochinver on the west coast of Sutherland on the
2nd of May 1927. She was the second of five daughters born to John
& Annie Mathieson; Jean, her older sister Catherine, and younger
sisters Dorothy, Iris and Angela.
As a child she enjoyed music, singing and badminton and loved the
hustle and bustle of a household not only full of sisters but also many
visitors.
After leaving school she went to Glasgow to study at the West of
Scotland College and, on finishing her studies, became a hotel
receptionist in various Highland hotels. It was during this time that she
met her future husband Ronald in Fort William and, following their
marriage in 1961, she moved to Aberdeen where she became the first
ever receptionist at the newly established Grampian TV. Her college
studies and subsequent employment made her a stickler for good
grammar and she wasn’t slow to gently correct those who fell short of
her exacting standards!
In 1962 the marriage was blessed with the arrival of Jane to be
followed six years later by Jonathan and this was a time that Jean
dedicated to the home and the care of the children.
By 1974 – with both children in school – she re-entered the world of
formal employment as a secretary for the social work department at
Craiginches Prison where she remained until retirement.
In time the family grew with the marriage of Jane to Kevin and of
Jonathan to Karen.
In 2001 her granddaughter Emma was born – a daughter for
Jonathan & Karen. She doted on Emma and they both shared a love
of fashion and makeup. She was very proud of Emma's achievements
at school; of which there were many. On a personal note can I just
say that no visit to Jean was complete without a full update on
Emma’s latest achievements!
Jean also carried on the tradition of the 'lucky dip' – begun by Ron which involved Emma going into a cupboard full of sweeties and
taking her pick.
As is evident family ties were very important to Jean and a day
wouldn’t go by without a phone call to Jonathan – but only after
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seeing the day’s episode of Pointless! And distance was no barrier to
regular and appreciated chats with Jane half way across the world.
Jean was also close to all her sisters but perhaps particularly so with
her sister Dorothy with whom she enjoyed holidays in the
Mediterranean. In later years when holidays in the Med were no
longer an option they would chat on a daily basis as well as their
twice daily contact via Facebook – an innovation Jean embraced
with great enthusiasm. In fact the Internet was a source of great
fascination; to the extent that when she first connected to the internet
her data quota proved quite insufficient given her regular forays into
You Tube!
Family then was important to Jean, as was her faith. Jean was a
longstanding member of Bon Accord Free Church and though
unable for a number of years to attend services she always showed a
lively interest in developments - and especially the people - in the
congregation. It is on Jean’s instructions that we are singing the hymn
‘How great thou art’ at this service and the words of the hymn
capture her own testimony to God’s saving love: ‘Then sings my soul
my Saviour, God, to Thee. How great thou art, how great thou art’. It is
our settled conviction that she is, even now, glorying in the love and
greatness of her God in heaven.
A tribute to Jean would not be complete without a reference to her
elegant sophistication; she was always immaculate and never without
her nails painted, and her lipstick and hair done to perfection.
In more recent years when her mobility was more restricted she
enjoyed her weekly visits from family and friends and loved knitting
and playing bingo at Broomhill Park; in fact a special mention should
be made of all the staff at Broomhill Park who cared for her with a
much appreciated friendliness and professionalism.
Earlier this year she enjoyed the grand occasion of her 90th birthday
surrounded by close family and friends and just loved all the fuss that
was rightly made of her.
Jean will be greatly missed and lovingly remembered.
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Free Church Youth Conference 2018
16 – 18 March 2018
Sadly there are no more spaces left at the youth conference!
Not to fear, the committee will do all they can to make sure as
many people can attend as possible – more places may become
available over time.
People will drop out, and spaces will become available.
would like to be on the waiting list you can sign up at…
https://freechurchyouthconference.com/
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If you

Church Cleaning - December to March 2018
TEAM 1 (Saturday)

TEAM 2 (Tuesday)

TEAM 3 (Tuesday)

Rachel Stewart

Isobel Morison

Martha MacPherson

Ken Stewart

Val Buchanan

David MacPherson

Kenneth Stewart

Norman Buchanan

John MacPherson

Mairi MacLean

Shirley Gillies

Judy/Norman Laing

Janice Stewart

John Gillies

Gavin Graham

TEAM 4 (Tuesday)

TEAM 5 (Tuesday)

TEAM 6 (Saturday)

Wilma Nicolson

Anne Smith

Catriona MacLeod

Sarah Coghill

Donald Smith

Matthew MacLeod

Murdo MacKenzie

Stephen Duncan

Fiona Ferrier

Gillian Martin

Julia MacKintosh

Gordie Crichton

(plus one other)

Seoras MacKintosh

Carol/Eugene Ong
Alex/Thaisa Valverde

TEAM 7 (Tuesday)

TEAM 8 (Tuesday)

TEAM 9 (Saturday)

Iain Meredith

Angus MacIver

Margaret/Gordon Ferguson

Fiona Meredith

Mary MacIver

Calum MacDonald

Christine Couper

Jennifer MacLeod

Janet MacIver

Anthony Fong

Murdo MacLeod

Marion/John Campbell

Enid Fong

Caroline MacKay

Jane Connell

TEAM 10 (Saturday)

TEAM 11 (Tuesday)

TEAM 12 (Saturday)

Steve Inglis

Rob MacDonald

Iain Murdo MacMillan

Cassia Boyd

Rob Grant

Iain Smith

David Boyd

Mairi MacLeod

Ian Bowman

Wilma Morrison

Andy MacAulay

Catriona MacLeod

Linda Stephen

Dawn MacAulay

Cath Gilbert

TEAM G1

TEAM G2

TEAM G3

Dougie Longmuir

Jonathan Bremner

Chris Campbell

Lorraine Longmuir

Ali Mather

Hamish MacDonald

Margaret MacIver (Balmedie)

GALLERY

Please take a note of your Team and the dates you are down for. If the
date you are allocated doesn’t suit you at the time, please swap with
someone from another team.
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CHURCH CLEANING ROTA
Tues

DECEMBER

JANUARY

5th

9th

FEBRUARY
10th

MARCH
3rd

Team 2

Tues

Team 5

Sat

Team 9

Sat

Tues 12th

Team 3

Sat 20th

Team 6

Sat 17th

Team 10

Sat 10th

Team 1

Tues 19th

Team 4

Tues 23th

Team 7

Tues 20st

Team 11

Tues 20th

Team 2

Team 1

30st

27th

Team 3

Sat

30th

Tues

Gallery

Team 8

Tues

Team 3

Gallery

December/January Dates for Your Diary
3 December

Baptism

9 December

Sunday School Christmas Party

10 December

Elders and Deacons Induction

10 December

Congregational lunch

15 December

Spanish Carol Service

17 December – pm

Carol Service @ Bon Accord

24 December – am

Family Service

24 December – pm

Carol Service @ Bon Accord

13 January

Joint Church Leader’s Prayer Breakfast

14 January – pm

Mission Focus - Dumisani

27 January

WfM Fundraiser – Curry Night

29 January

Ladies’ Support Group

Teens
8/12

Panto

15/12

Christmas Party (location to be confirmed)
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Team 12

Team 1

Views from the Pews Chairs! – Bon Accord People
Thanks to Jason and Suzanne Chambers who are answering our
questions this month…
Please tell us a little about yourself. Where are you from [and what
brought you to Aberdeen]?
I (Jason) am 36 years old and from a small Appalachian community in
eastern Tennessee. I grew up attending Baptist churches occasionally.
My parents taught me civility and hard work. I'm married to Suzanne
who is actually from a town in Illinois, 70 miles from Chicago, but her
family moved to Tennessee in 1998. I met Suzanne at my brother's
wedding on July 24, 2004 - she was the photographer. We were married
on October 15, 2005. We have two lovely girls named Zoë (5) and
Amara (2.5). We also have three in heaven (two miscarriages and a
stillborn daughter). We came to Aberdeen about a year and a half ago
for me to pursue doctoral work in the New Testament.
What does a typical day look like for you?
My day starts with a little food and either coffee or tea. Then, I settle into
that day's study plan. As a research student, research is my occupation.
I try to put in at least 8 hours a day of reading/writing and exegetical
analysis. Aside from that, I spend time with Suzanne, Zoë, and Amara.
Suzanne gets Zoë ready for school and spends the day with Amara.
Days vary greatly, but are often spent with friends made from our Divinity
group at the Uni.
How did you become part of Bon Accord?
Before arriving in Aberdeen, a colleague at St. Andrews introduced me
to Julian who told me about Bon Accord. Once we visited, we knew it
was the right place––especially when we saw that the girls felt at home.
Please describe how you became a Christian?
I was born-again at the age of 15 when I was suddenly convicted by the
Spirit. Through the witness of sermons I'd heard and friends, I began to
see that I was condemned and could not do anything to save myself. At
that point, I saw the need for salvation in Christ through his death and
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resurrection. I can affirm that my trust in Jesus is the result of the Spirit's
regenerative work. In the months following this, I picked up a Bible and
started reading it for all it was worth and developed such a love for the
Word that has propelled me to my present research –Hence, my strong
conservative convictions that biblical scholarship, rightly done, is done in
faith. I know that I would not be doing what I'm doing without the Spirit to
guide me in my study. I was ordained to the ministry in 2013. I have
served as an associate pastor, interim pastor, and adjunct hermeneutics
professor as well as been asked to fill various administrative roles.
When Suzanne was 15, her family moved to Tennessee. Her family began
attending church regularly when she was 16. She had an amazing pastor
who led her to Christ, not only through his sermons but through the way
he lived. He had a passion for Christ like she had never seen before. He
would talk to her about God, but he never pushed her to make a
decision. He would simply ask her if God had spoken to her yet. She
came to a place where she realised she knew she needed a relationship
with the Lord. The Lord made it clear to her that she was a sinner in
desperate need of a Saviour. She gave her life to Christ in 1999 at the
age of 17.
How do you try to keep growing as a Christian?
From a human standpoint, I think spiritual growth boils down to one's
attitude as a disciple –learning utter dependence on the Spirit and a
growing sensitivity to the Word, for example. Staying sensitive requires
constant communication with the Lord through prayer and reflection on
biblical truth.
Growth consists of maintaining a posture of deep
dependence and trust in the Lord, especially when life becomes
unsteady. I will be the first to admit that I yet have much room for growth
in these things.
Do you have a favourite Bible passage/verse?
My favourite bible verses have changed with every season of life. Soon
after I was saved, my favourite Bible verse was Philippians 1:6 in
my growing desire to know the Lord. Later on, it was Galatians 2:20
(which I still love). More recently, I've appreciated passages dealing with
the wisdom of seeking a God-directed path such as Proverbs 3:5–6 and
16:2–3. I've come to appreciate these verses more as a result of having to
lean on the Lord for understanding and guidance during a challenging
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period of life. Our sense of calling to Aberdeen (and perhaps
Scotland) has come out of prayerful reflection on passages such as
these.
Proverbs 31:25 is Suzanne's favourite for the season we are in.
What do you like most about Bon Accord?
We wanted to be in a place that was hospitable, holds the Word of
God with honour, and is Spirit-led. It certainly has the feel of a church
family to us as well.
3 Likes (Jason) - Scotland; Biblical Theology; Coffee
3 Likes (Suzanne) - Photography; Adventures; Fried Pickles
3 Dislikes (Jason) - Chick Flicks; Unsound Doctrine; Mushrooms
3 Dislikes (Suzanne) - Cemeteries; Scary Movies; Peas

Little Lambs News
Little Lambs numbers have been lower these past two terms.
Although we’ve seen over 40 different families in this time, they don’t
always attend each week and so numbers have averaged around 15
per week which has actually been quite enjoyable!
On 18
November, parents were encouraged to part with their spare change
for Children in Need and £55 was collected and donated. Our
Christmas party will be held on 15 December, with the usual highlight
of Santa bringing presents!
The Little Lambs Team would like to take this opportunity to thank all
those who help out in various ways, ensuring that all runs smoothly
each week - our 12 coffee rota volunteers who bring delightful
goodies in each week, Jennifer who takes the time to organise the
rota, and Stephen who faithfully sets up the hall for us each Thursday.
This team effort is what makes Little Lambs a nice place to be on a
Friday morning!
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Sunday School
Sunday School Christmas Party
Saturday 9 December
2:00pm - 4:30pm
All Sunday School children are welcome!
Parents are welcome to drop their children off and enjoy a coffee or
some Christmas shopping. Santa arrives at 4pm if you wish to be back
in time for that special event!
Dates for your Diary
9 December

Christmas Party

24 December

Family service – no Sunday School

31 December

No Sunday School (Under 7s)

7 January
14 January

No Sunday School (Under 7s)
Sunday School begins

At the family service this year, the children will be singing “Away in a
Manger” to the words below…
Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,
The baby king Jesus laid down his sweet head.
The stars he created looked down where he lay,
The maker of all things, asleep on the hay.
The cattle are lowing, our saviour awakes
Our frailty he shows in the crying he makes
Displaying his Glory, though weak and so small
His life was an offering, a gift to us all.
Be near us Lord Jesus. You promised to stay
Close by us forever. Work in us today
Forgive us and free us to live by your grace
That we might adore you, today and always.

Please speak to Judy Laing or Anne MacDonald for any more
information.
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Ladies’ Bible Study
The December and January dates for the Ladies’ Bible Study are:
Wednesday 6 December

Wednesday 17 January

Wednesday 31 January
There will be no study on Wednesday 20 December.
We meet every second Wednesday at 10am in the small hall. A crèche
is provided. All ladies are welcome.

Ladies’ Book Study – Monday 15 January 7.30pm
We will be meeting at Linda's home on Monday 15 January to study
lesson 10 (chapter 13 and 14) of the book 'The Pursuit of Holiness' by
Jerry Bridges.
We hope to be starting a new book at the beginning of the year, so it
would be a good time to join the group. If you would like to come
along or know more about what happens please speak to Wilma
Nicolson.
It is a good opportunity to study Gods word and to have fellowship
together.

Bon Accord Lunch Club
Food and friendship for over 55s
Come and join us for
Soup and Sandwiches
12.30 to 2.00pm
Thursdays
14 December 2017
11 and 25 January 2018
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Door Duty
Date

Door

Door

Door

Church Officer

03/12

Murdo Macleod

Gordon Macleod

Mairi Macleod

Gordon Ferguson

10/12

Steven Inglis

Mike Bowman

Isobel Morison

Iain Meredith

17/12

Norman Buchanan

Angus Maciver

Cath-Anne Smith

Ian Smith

24/12

Rob Grant

Donald Smith

Anne Smith

Dougie Longmuir

31/12

Kenny Maciver

Seoras Mackintosh

Martha MacPherson

Dougie Longmuir

07/01

John Gillies

Murdo Macleod

Janice Stewart

Iain Meredith

14/01

Gordon Macleod

Steven Inglis

Wilma Nicolson

Ian Smith

21/01

Donald Smith

Rob Grant

Margaret Ferguson

Gordon Ferguson

28/01

Norman Buchanan

Seoras Mackintosh

Isobel Morison

Dougie Longmuir

Neighbourhood Fellowships
Group

Leaders

Day/Time

Location

City North

Rob Grant

Wed 7:30

Rotates

City West

Steven Inglis

Thurs 7:45

Rotates

Deeside

tbc

Wed 8:00

Rotates

Westhill Kingswells

Donald Smith &

Wed 7:45

Donald & Anne Smith

Thurs 7:30

Rotates

Wed

Rotates

Norman Laing

Shire North

Seoras Mackintosh &
Norman Buchanan

City Centre

David MacPherson

Study guide: “These Truths Alone
The final Neighbourhood Fellowships before the Christmas break will be
13/14 December and will restart on 10/11 January. The midweek prayer
meeting and bible study will take place during this break on 20, 27
December and 3 January.
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Crèche Rota
3 Dec

Julia Mackintosh, Val Buchanan, Carol Au,
Wilma Nicolson

10 Dec

Derin Nzonlie Fosso, Isobel Morison, Lorraine Longmuir,
Jennifer MacLeod

17 Dec

Linda Stephen, Phoebe Graham, Claire Macdonald,
Rachel Stewart

24 Dec

Wilma Morrison, Fiona Meredith, Fiona Bowman,
Christine Couper

31 Dec

Janice Stewart, Marion Campbell, Sophie Tan,
Sarah Barrett

7 Jan

Julia Mackintosh, Val Buchanan, Carol Au,
Wilma Nicolson

14 Jan

Derin Nzonlie Fosso, Isobel Morison, Lorraine Longmuir,
Jennifer MacLeod

21 Jan

Linda Stephen, Phoebe Graham, Claire Macdonald,
Rachel Stewart

Little Lambs Rota
8 December

Isobel

Julia

15 December

Jane

Wilma (party)

December 2017/January 2018 Cover
Our cover photo of the church is from Stephen Duncan.
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Bon Accord Free Church of Scotland
Rosemount Viaduct, Aberdeen
______________________________________________________________
www.bafreechurch.org.uk
Sunday Services – 11:00am & 6:00pm
Sunday School and Crèche – 11:00am
Wednesday Prayer Meeting & Bible Study – 7.30pm
Minister
Rev David Macpherson
45 Quarry Road
tel: 01224 863690
email: minister@bafreechurch.org.uk
Session Clerk
Michael Bowman
tel: 01224 869721
email: session-clerk@bafreechurch.org.uk

Newsletter Editor
Julie Inglis
tel: 01224 311739
email: newsletter@bafreechurch.org.uk
Intimations
email: intimations@bafreechurch.org.uk

Registered Scottish Charity Number SC038916
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